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SUrpius stocks of arms accumuiate '
«;.by the great powers after two worl

Internatmnal Arms Qe{?

The arms deal by which
‘taining Communist military equipmfs
“from Czechoslovakia has introduceds
new factor into the alre&’v explo
armament race in the Middf » East.

“wars have been the chief source of sup

1ply for the majority of countries whic

~lack armament industries of their ownj
|.iBritain was for many years the chie
supplier of arms to countries of the Mid

only has it increased tens on hetwis
Israel and Egypt and provoked a serf
orTtMer mmdonts that canv

has alco set in motion a form of
competition which threatens the mg
tary bhalance-in the entire Middle Ea
and which could have far-reaching cq
sequences in other areas of the worlgy

By bartering Czech war materily
for Egyptian cotton on what is tern]ed|

“purely commercial bhasis,” the So Qt
bloc has ended the monopoly of arfs
supply held until recently by the Wet-
ern powers. For the first time, §|

Communists have given Egypt and o h-"-
':; Czechoslovakia has special quahfl-

ff;l,
1]
il

' continent, and sccond only to Britain inj,

er relatively weak countries the oppgrd
tunity to reject Western aid without 4
penalty of losing their only source
munitions supply.

- * *

Reports that the Soviet bloc is p

areas:
Syria and Saudi Arabia havf
hinted at the possibility of gettinf
Red arms to implement their receni
ly-signed defense pact with Egypt.
Afghanistan, which occupies
strategic position in the northerp .
tier of states between Pakistan an{]
the Soviet Union, has been invited tp
send a military mission to visit Czec
oslovakia’s arms factories, and hap
shown an interest in buying Comm
nist equipment if it cannot obtain thg
military supplies it wants from thp
West.
The Egvptian-Czech deal reported
calls for delivery at “bargain price”
some $80 nullion worth of Soviet-ty
aireraft, tanks, artillery, and sub
rines. The quantities involved in t
' first shipments are relatively small, ahd)
lthe bulk of the equipment comes fro
surplus stocks of obsolescent weapo j

o-f

moting arms deals with additional coyn- ‘
) ) ,. i 8 leading supplier of arms to all parts
tries have come from widely scatterpdf of the world, has been nationalized (un-

J the fact that Russia has been changmg
} over to new-type weapons makes it pos- ;
| sible for the Reds to part with large

dle East; Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, and sev

: seral smaller Arab states all got their mil

itary equipment from British source

" Recently France has been an importan

-supplier of Israel, and the United State

has furnished arms to Iraq under a 195
military aid pact. H
Since World War IT Russia has supd

plied arms to its European satellites an

to Red China. The Kremlin's decisio
-to allow sale of Czechoslovak munitions'
outside the Communist orbit marks q
new and startling departure fx'om pre4
vious Soviet practice. )
* » » i

cations for the role of Communist armst
broker. Before the war she was thet
largest arms exporter on the Europeanj

i the world munitions trade.
The famous Skoda works, formerly

" der the name of Lenin Works) and now
produces Soviet-type equipment for sat-
ellite countries and for Russia itself.
 But Skoda also has kept up production
.of spare parts for western-type arma-
ment.

. Whatever may be the political mo-
| tives of the Czehc-Egyptian arms deal,

 stocks of obsolescent‘—but still useful—
;mllltary equipment llen Dulle 4
director gf foreign in

Soviets have
four to six thousand ‘Jet planes -
totd be -off-loaded in & general Drg-
grﬁnx of causigg tmul; throughout tha

:the quality and the quantity of the arm
reaching Egypt are impressive. And
they probably are sufficient to upset
the military balance in that area. On
' that ground, Israel has appealed to the
*United States for ‘significant quantid
‘ties” of defensive weapons to strength
.en the country against Arab attack.s

Yet bv Middle East standards bOL(i

- - -
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